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Preface

Lucille Mazo*
Grant MacEwan University, Canada

Communicating about the FEarth has always been an obvious choice for
undergraduate students who care deeply about the state of their planet. Over the 17
years that I have taught at Grant MacEwan University, I have heard the passion and the
need for students to express and share their ideas regarding the relationship between
humans and the Earth. I have been privileged to listen to students’ voices and their
unrelenting desire to know, as well as their insatiable curiosity to learn about the impact
that humans have on the Earth. Recognizing the importance of providing a venue where
undergraduate students have an opportunity to share their research and ideas about
planet and human interaction, Earth Common Journal was created.

Earth Common Journal is an online peer-reviewed, undergraduate annual publication
that focuses on three critically important and globally reaching topics: conservation,
sustainability, and global warming. 1t was created and shaped by a group of dedicated and
compassionate editors, reviewers, and authors who understood the need and the
importance of sharing research and creative work in these three areas. Its mandate is to
provide a communication instrument for undergraduate students from Grant MacEwan
University to convey their research ideas with the intent on informing others about
conservation practices, sustainable processes, and issues that affect global warming. In
addition, Earth Common Journal includes an international section where undergraduate
students, faculty, and community leaders exchange the research and work that they are
doing in their educational and community institutions.

This inaugural issue, “What students are saying,...”, strives to continue the ongoing
local, national, and international dialogue, discussion, and conversation that is occurring
between student and student, student and faculty, and student and community. There is
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a plethora of knowledge that students offer through their deeply reflective thoughts,
their innovative perspectives on issues and concerns about our planet, and their original
ideas on current societal patterns of behaviour.

I invite you to listen to the voices of undergraduate students who care profoundly
about the Earth. Listen to what the students are saying. ..

Lucille Mazo, Faculty

Managing Editor, Earth Common Journal
Bachelotr of Communication Studies
School of Communications

Centre for the Arts and Communications
Grant MacEwan University

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

mazol(@macewan.ca

i ECJ Volume 1, No. 1, 2011


mailto:mazol@macewan.ca

Acknowledgements

There were many dedicated, skilled, and creative individuals who helped to develop

the inaugural issue of Earth Common Journal — What students are saying... 1 would like to

extend my deep and heartfelt thanks to all those who participated in the process of

making this journal a reality for undergraduate students, faculty, and international

authors. Please accept my genuine and sincere thanks for the opportunity to work with

you who share the same passion—to communicate your knowledge, understanding, and

research about Earth. It has indeed been a journey of exploration. In contrast to Ryan

Sims’ original music composition “We Arrived Safely Because We Stayed Too Close to

Shore,” we chose to travel far from the shore in order to achieve our dream.

Peer-review

Committee:

Editorial Board:

Website and
Cover Designer:

Authors:

Other
Contributors

and Supporters:

7

Dr. Rick Lewis, Biology, Conservation, Grant MacEwan University
Donald E. MacDonald, Climate Change, Grant MacEwan University
Pamela Wight, Conservation, Edmonton Area Land Trust (EALT)
Dana Schmidt, Sustainability Officer, Grant MacEwan University
Jennifer Wright, Communication student, Grant MacEwan University

Andrea Church, Melissa Cloutier, Talicia Dutchin, Danielle Paradis,
Davin Robertson, Courtney Rupertus (communication students)

Nicholas Chen (Design Studies student)

Kolbie Calverley, David Campbell, Andrea Church, Yancey Corden
Dawn Doell, Adriianne Foss, James Harden, Darren Joneson
Donald MacDonald, Eric Outram, Danielle Paradis,

Holli-Anne Passmore, Courtney Rupertus

Netherlands—Drs. Rob de Vrind, Ms. Gonnie van Aggelen,

Mrs. Verbruggen, and five students from the Business Academy
United Kingdomm—]ames Harden

Canada—Denise Roy, Leslie Vermeer, Karen Zypchyn

Marc Brisbourne, Allan Gilliland, Ryan Sims

Brian Jackson, Eva Revitt

Darci Mallon, Kassandra Harvey, Susan Winters

Research Office, Student Association, Sustainability Advisory
Committee



